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 Heeley Development Trust and Heeley Millennium Park – background 
 

Heeley Development Trust is a local, community led organisation, (a limited company and registered charity,) established in 

1996 by local residents to help regenerate the Heeley area. We strive to make our community vibrant, inclusive and 

successful and a great place to live and work. 

For the last 13 years we have worked within Heeley to help individuals, groups, schools and agencies to strengthen our local 

community through successful environmental, community cohesion, youth, and digital inclusion projects. We lead on the 

organisation of large scale annual community events in the area and have produced Heeley’s ‘newspaper’, The New Heeley 

Voice, since 1997. The Trust also manages and maintains - Heeley Millennium Park - 4 hectares of openspace and recreation 

facilities in Trust ownership for 125 years. 

We are now developing ambitious plans to restore derelict landmark buildings in the heart of our community. This will create 

an asset that will a) secure the regeneration that has taken place already, b) continue the ongoing maintenance of the 

Millennium Park and c) support other long term, sustainable community activities in Heeley. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heeley Millennium Park is Sheffield’s first and largest, community-owned and managed public green space. Built using SRB, 

English Partnership, European and other funding it is now 10 years old. Housing clearance in the 1970’s and 80’s, for the 

development of a new road which then was not built, left behind a large area of derelict land. The local community rallied 

together to do something about this, formed the Development Trust in 1996 and eventually won funding to redevelop the 

site as a park. The last major phase was completed in 2000 though there have been other additions since then – such as large 

scale art works like the “White Horse of Heeley”, wildflower meadows and 1000’s of bulbs planted by local people. It is made 

up of a series of linked spaces running parallel to the A61 and contains a children’s playground, a large  climbing boulder 

(seen above), woodland trails, events areas etc.  

In 2010 we were awarded a Big Lottery - Changing Spaces / Community Places,    “Flagship Grant” which will go towards a 

major refurbishment of the Park – bringing in new facilities and  extending old.  More boulders will be added to create a 

‘field’ of them, set in a ‘peak district / upland’ style landscape. Sports facilities will be brought in and the playground 

extended to include the woodland alongside it. A large “North Shore” mountain skills trail will be built and a lot of old 

planting will be replaced. This work will provide lots of opportunities for local people to get actively  involved in the changes 

to the park, which is a tradition we have kept up over the last 12 years. 

The Trust has a small team of 2 dedicated park staff and a number of trainees on placement through the ( soon to be 

scrapped) Future Jobs Fund. Over the next year we will recruit more local volunteers and work with other organizations to 

develop the park as a training resource for young people.  

Running alongside this will be an events programme to maximize both the number of users of the park and the potential 

income from events. 


